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CAME ZENOR ӘР ЖА 


ТТТ НАС нео CONSULTED THE GRANNY ABOUT JINSHI's REQUEST ANP PROCEDE? TO INSPECT THE PERCH GARDEN 
WHERE THE BANQUET WAS TO TAKE PLACE, ANP WHILE POING SO, THOUGHT OF A SECRET PLAN, BUT... 


6 THAT RULE WAS 


‘TEMPORARILY 


‘THE NORTHERN 
SIDE OF THE 
INNER PALACE. 


CARRIAGES 
FOR THE UPPER 
CONSORTS TO 
BOTH OF HIS 


THERE WAS, OF 
COURSE, SOME 
OPPOSITION AS 
MALES ARE PRO- 
HIBITED IN THE 
INNER PALACE. 


THE BANQUET 
WAS HASTILY 
PREPARED ON 
THE NORTHERN 
SIDE OF THE 

INNER PALACE. 


ALLOWS THE 
UPPER CONSORTS 
TO TAKE ON A 
MORE RELAXED 


WITH A BAMBOO 
BLIND, BEHIND 
WHICH INSECT 

REPELLANT CAN 

BE BURNED 
MORE FREELY. 


AS UPPER 
CONSORTS 
WERE ALSO 
INVITED TO 
ATTEND THE 

BANQUET, 


ІТ 
WAS THE 


CORRECT 
DECISION 
TO USE 


MODIFIED 
CARRIAGES 
JUDGING 
BY THEIR 
CLOTHES. 


STORY WITH 
THE MIRROR. 


THIS 
DECISION OF 
THEIRS WAS 
MOST LIKELY 
POLITICALLY 
MOTIVATED. 


THOSE TWO 
UNDOUBTEDLY 
HAVE THE BEAUTY 
| RIVALING THAT 
ТНЕУМЕ : OF THE UPPER 


> ALREADY қ CONSORTS. 
и MANAGED ТО Н 


17214 GARNER THE 


DESPITE ALL 
THREE OF 
THEM HAVING 
THE ENVOYS ЕХОТІС AP- 
WILL STILL PEARANCES, 
STEAL THE 
SPOTLIGHT 
AS THEY'VE 
NEVER 
BEEN SEEN 
BEFORE. 


THE TWO ENVOYS 
HAVE BLUE EYES 
AND GOLDEN HAIR, 
WHILE CONSORT 
GYOKUYOU, WHO 15 
ALSO OF FOREIGN 
DESCENT, HAS RED 


HAIR AND GREEN 
EYES. 


IT'S QUITE 


THE ENVOY 
SITTING THE 
FARTHEST 
AWAY 15 WELL- 
BEHAVED, 


DENCE IN HER 


AS EXPECTED, 
NOT JUST 
ANYONE WOULD 
DO FOR THE 
MAIN ROLE. 


SOME SUG- 

GESTED THAT 

THE REASON 
THEY SENT TWO 

OF THEM WAS 

THE BECAUSE THEY 

ió WANTED TO 

RECLUSIVE j 


SEDUCE NOT 
EMPEROR'S JUST THE 


‘cern “is BROTHER 
воду итін № 
PLANS ATTEND- Б 1 AS WELL. 
THEY MIGHT ANCE THIS 
HAVE HAD EVENING, 
OF SEDUC- 
ING HIM 
WILL FALL 
THROUGH. 


EVEN THOUGH 
THIS BANQUET IS 


¿AS ОТ! 
INSTRUMENTS 
) THAT, TVE 


А NEVER: SEEN 
) BEFORE! 


г 


176 quite 3 
POSSIBLE Д тва 
THAT THEY SHE WANTS 
WERE NEVER И с Й TO SAY THIS 
IN THE EVEN INTER- \ IS BELOW 
PEERLESS у у HER ЕХРЕС- 
BEAUTY | y TATIONS. 


THEIR GREAT 
GRANDFATHER 
MET IN THE 
FIRST PLACE. 


HAVING 
BEEN 
SEATED 


50 FAR 
AWAY 


DURING 
THIS LOVELY 
BANQUET, 


NOT HELP 
BUT WISH 
WE COULD 
SIT A LITTLE 
CLOSER 


El 
AND TALK. 


EVEN. HONNYAN. 


OVERSTHERE: 


WHO'S’ STILL’ 


MAINTAINING, 
HER OUTWARD. 
COMPOSURE; 


 % 


You 
SHOULD 
RETURN 

TO YOUR 
SEAT. 


WE 
SHOULD 
ENJOY IT 
TILL THE 
END. 


LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
BANQUET 

IS ALMOST 

OVER. 


HOW ARE 
THE PREPA- 
RATIONS 


THINGS 
SOMEHOW 


ENDED 
WITHOUT 
АМ INCI= 


„THAT 
WAS NERVE 
WRACKING. 


He Re међу 


(EOS 


LOOKS LIKE 
THE BANQUET 
HAS ENDED. 


THE FIRST 
м TO LEAVE 
DEPART IN AFTER THE 
THE COMPANY BANQUET. 
OF FAREWELL 
MUSIC WHILE 
STAYING INSIDE 


| 21 Guests 


THE CARRIAGES 
WON'T BE THEY USED TO 
IATCH THE 
UNTIL ALLOWED 7 
N THEY'RE TO LEAVE BANQUET. 
2 | COMPLETE- 
LY GONE 
FROM 
SIGHT. 
Е CHAPTER 48 


MOON FAIRY (PART 2) 


N Е 


WHAT WILL JINSHI PO TO THE ENVOY THAT HAS TOTAL СОМРІРЕМСЕ IN HER BEAUTY? 
7—1 НАШИД: ма, | ур] 


SF 


АИИЦВЕЩС 
- ENOUGH то 


IN EXISTENCE 
‘AS DEADLY AS 


| ROISON. 


I SHOULD 
HAVE BOOKED 
IT WHILE Т 


STILL HAD THE 
CHANCE. 


DID І 


I TRIED 
MENTIONING 
THE NAME OF 
A GODDESS 
FROM THE 
WEST, BUT 


SAY IT 
RIGHT? 


LOOKS LIKE 
EVERYTHING 
WENT WELL. 


NO ONE WILL 
COMPLAIN WITH 
THIS LEVEL OF 

PERFECTION. ff 


ARE THE 
INSECTS 
THAT WERE 
BEING COL- 
LECTED BY 
SHI SUI. 


BY TAKING 


ADVANTAGE SMELLS TO 
OF THIS, ONE | ATTRACT THE 
CAN FREELY OPPOSITE 

MAKE INSECTS. GENDER. 


GATHER. 


BEAUTY [DANCING < 
IN THE EMBRACE } 
OF LIGHT. , 


EXPECTED, 
THE TRUE 
FORM OF THE 
PALE LIGHTS 
DRAWN IN 
GRANNY'S 
PICTURE 


RIGHT. 


OUR 
EFFORTS 
TO COLLECT 
THESE WAS 
WORTH IT. 


IN ORDER TO 


REPRODUCE 
THAT EFFECT, 
1 REQUESTED 
THE HELP 
OF SHI Sul. 


I HAVE TO 
THANK SHI 
SUI LATER. 


BEING THE 
BEST IN 
HANAMACHI 
WAS FIRMLY 
CEMENTED. 


IT WAS HARD 
ENSURING THAT 
ONLY THE ENVOY 
WOULD BE ABLE 
TO WATCH THAT 

‘SPECTACLE. 


AND HIS AIDE 
WERE GUARDING 
CLOSE By, READY 

TO COME OUT 
ON A МОМЕНТА 

NOTICE IF ANY- 
THING HAPPENED. 


GAVE DETAILED 
INSTRUCTIONS 
TO THE CAR- 
RIAGE DRIVER 
TO NEVER LOOK 
AT A CERTAIN 
AREA. 
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THAT WAS 

> CERTAINLY 
\ "A BEAUTY 
CAPABLE OF 

| BRINGING 


AS YOU IN- 
STRUCTED. || 


282 


JOINED THE 
ELEMENTARY 


WRITING В 
GROUNDS Б 


AS ONE OF 
THEIR FIRST 
STUDENTS. 


N Mao MAO'S 
GEARS ARE 
TURNING. 


oS eR 


л 


E 
7 


С 


= (= L 
2 с — 

Е 4 3 реми р 
ES — = ( 


>= 


TO START 
SALIVATING 
ALL OVER 

THEM. 


THE 
ENTIRE 
THING IS 
YET TO BE 


FORCEFULLY 
QUESTIONING 
ALL OF THOSE 
WHO BOUGHT 


ENEN THE 
MAIDS FROM 
THE ЈАРЕ 
PALACE 


WOULD, 
OF COURSE, 
CAUSE THE 

YOUNG 
MAIDENS 

TRAPPED IN 
THIS BIRD 
CAGE 


THE MEDICAL 
OFFICE IS STILL 

BUSY THANKS 
TO THE PERFUME 
INCIDENT FROM 


А WHILE AGO. 


ACCORDING 
то JINSHIS 
FINDINGS, 
A LOT OF 
CONSORTS' 
МАР BOUGHT 
PERFUMES 
IN LARGE 
QUANTITIES 
FROM THE 


MOUNTAINS, 


ENOUGH TO 
ACT AS 
POISON. 


IN THE 
END, THE 
QUESTION 
OF WHO 
BROUGHT 
THEM HERE 
REMAINS. 


EVEN 
I WOULD 
BORROW = 
MONEY FROM = 
GRANNY TO си 
BUY SOME. SS 


IF THOSE 
GOODS WERE 
MEDICINE 
BROUGHT IN 
FROM THE 
WEST, 


THE 


REASON 
THOSE 
MERCHANTS: 
SUGGESTED 
CLOTHES 
SHOULD SUITABLE FOR 
HAVE BEEN PREGNANT 
IN ORDER WOMEN TO 
TO COLLECT ТИЕ Нен 
INFORMATION CONSORT, 


ABOUT THIS 
COUNTRY. 


WE CAN'T 
AFFORD TO 
BRING IN 
PERFUMES 
THAT COULD 
POTENTIALLY 
CONTAIN SMALL 
AMOUNTS OF 
POISON. 


WHILE 
I CAN'T 
VOUCH 
FOR THE 
PERFUME 
AND 
SPICES, 


ONE OF 
THEM IS VERY || - 
CONFIDENT IN 4 THE ONES 
HER BEAUTY | { BEHIND THIS 
FROM WHAT I ы ARE MOST 
COULD SEE У к LIKELY THE 


DURING THE 


TOO BAD 
HER PRIDE 
ENDED UP 
GETTING 
CRUSHED, 


IT'S 


ENTIRELY 
POSSIBLE 
THAT THE 
IT'S NOT PERFUME IS 
GOOD TO SOMETHING 
RUSH INTO THEY HAD 
CONCLUSIONS PLANNED, 


LIKE THAT. BUT 


RIFA, 


CONSORT 
ROU RAN, 


NEXT UP 
WOULD BE 
CONSORT 
RIFA, BUT 


и 
4 — 
SINCE 
SHE COMES 
FROM THE 
4 EMPEROR'S 
S MATERNAL 
HER FAMILY 
N \ ISN'T REALLY LINE, 
па PLANNING 
ОМ INCREAS- 
ING THEIR 


POSITION. 


CONSORT 


GYOKUYOU, 


CONSORT 
ROU RAN 15 
THE EXISTENCE 
THE EMPEROR 
MUST PAY THE 
MOST ATTEN- 
TION TO. 


THERE'S 
CURRENTLY 
FOUR UPPER 
CONSORTS IN 
THE INNER 


CONSIDER 
THEIR 
PARENTS' 
POLITICAL 
POWER, 


LAST BUT 
NOT LEAST 
WOULD BE LADY 
GYOKUYOU, 
THE EMPEROR'S. 
‘CURRENTLY 
MOST FAVORED 
CONSORT. 


THEIR DESIRE 
TO CLIMB 
UP THE SOCIAL 
LADDER WAS. 
50 STRONG, 
THAT THEY 
EVEN OFFERED 
UP THEIR OWN 


YOUNG CHILD TO 


THE PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR. 


WHO'S BEEN 
SERVING THE 
EMPEROR FOR 
MULTIPLE 
ERAS. 


ZU NE Ss 


SINCE THEY'RE 


AND WHILE 
THAT MIGHT 
GIVE OFF THE 
IMPRESSION 
OF A WEALTHY 
FAMILY, THAT'S: 
NOT REALLY 
THE CASE. 


| UMMARY ON THE PAY OF THE BANQUET, MAO MAO'S SECRET PLAN TO REVEAL THE PEERLESS BEAUTY TO THE ENVOYS 


ENPEP UP BEING SUCCESSFUL... 


WAS DONE 
ВУ AADUO'S 
MAID, WHO а: 
ACTED OF. У ING ATTEMPT 
eras НЕЕ ON : THAT HAPPENED 
Movowm Мо |22 DURING LAST 
562 
TRYING ТО рио YEAR'S GARDEN 
SEIZE POWER, PARTY 
BUT WAS 
RATHER MORE 
HUMAN IN 
NATURE. 


I WON- 
DER IF THE 
SAME COULD 
BE SAID 


SUBSEQUENT 
POISONING 
ATTEMPTS 

AGAINST LADY 

GYOKUYOU 

THOUGH. 


BASED 
ON THE 
TARGET OF 
HONNYAN'S 
ANIMOSITY, 
QUESTION Е sill 
BECOMES: BEEN THE MIDDLE 
WHERE DID CONSORT WHO 
SHE OBTAIN DIED A FEW DAYS 
KNOWLEDGE AGO IN THE 
ABOUT THE MUSHROOM 
POISON? INCIDENT. 


SOME 
OF WHOM 
ARE STILL 
SUFFERING 
FROM THE 

AFTER- 

EFFECTS. 


EVEN NOW, 
WE'RE STILL 
IN THE DARK 
ABOUT HER. 


AS A RESULT, 
THE NUMBER 
OF GYOKUYOU’S 
MAIDS HAS BEEN 
REDUCED BY HALF 
AFTER FAILING 
TO SUSPECT 
ANYTHING, 


SINCE 
SILVERWARE 
IS BEING 


USED IN THE 
INNER 
PALACE, 


IT DOESN'T 
SEEM TO BE 
A POISON 
BASED ON 
ARSENIC. 


I'VE FELT 

THIS SAME 

FEELING OF 
UNEASE 
BEFORE. 


THEIR REAL 
OBJECTIVE 


FOR WHAT 
REASON? 


FOR AIMING 
АТ JINSHI 
LIKE THAT? 


WHAT'S 
THE POINT 
IN A MERE 
POISON 
TESTER 
THINKING 
ABOUT ALL 
OF THIS? 


Т NEED A 
CHANGE OF 
SCENERY. 


І GUESS 
CHERRY 
SEASON IS 
JUST ABOUT 
OVER. 


BUT DUE 
TO A CERTAIN 
SOMEONE, 1 HAD 
TO SPEND THAT 
PERIOD GROWING 
ROSES IN 
THE CRYSTAL 
PALACE. 


ARE VARIOUS 
PLANTS SET 
UP INSIDE THE 
INNER PALACE 
TO DELIGHT THE 


IF I WERE 
THREE MONTHS 
EARLIER, І COULD 
HAVE HARVESTED 
SOME BAMBOO 


AH, IT IRKS 
ME JUST 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT. 


THEY 


RAN AWAY < 
60 QUICKLY > 
DESPITE ~ 
HAVING 0 176 THE Ж 
BOUND O PALACE 00 
3 2 LADIES FROM 
ЕРЕ 5 THE CRYSTAL 
ALL OF THIS я PALACE. 
JUST BECAUSE Т «й N 
STRIPPED THEM A e (д 
LITTLE, WHAT дм | > й 
OVERREACTION. > 


REASON 


I SNIFFED 
EVERYONE 
WAS BECAUSE IT'S NOT 
LADIES FROM LIKE 1 
THE CRYSTAL 
AND WOULD PALACE ARE STRIPPED 
END UP SUSCEPTIBLE YOU BE- 
WEARING THE ТО CURRENT CAUSE I 
PERFUMES LIKED IT. 


THEY JUST 
BOUGHT. 


I THOUGHT 


IT WAS 1 
STRANGE AND ЕДЫ 
DECIDED ТО ПЕС? 
AND INVESTIGATE // | VESTIGATING 
ENDED UP FURTHER ТО Е | 
> Fe CONFIRM IT ИА raat werent | 
62 џ WEARING THE 
| || | PERFUME. 


WHICH THEN 
RESULTED 
IN GETTING 
SCOLDED BY 
——| ACERTAIN 
BEAUTIFUL 
EUNUCH. 


WELL, 


i WE SHE STILL 


WERE TO 
Е => INCLUDE THE 
А І GUESS LOWER MAIDS, 
IT'S NOT THAT < THERE SHOULD 
STRANGE THAT BE AROUND 30 
SOME OF THEM OF THEM IN 
DON'T PAY 2. + THE CRYSTAL 
ATTENTION TO “ PALACE. 
THE LATEST 
TRENDS. 


ABOUT WHAT 
COULD HAP- 
PEN IF LADY 
GYOKUYOU 


SORRY, BUT 
COULD YOU 
TAKE HER TO 
THE CLINIC 


PLANNING 
ON MAKING 
HER SOME 
MEDICINE? 


WHILE IT HAS 
NO DOCTORS, 
THERE ARE 


RA! 
KNOWS THE 
LOCATION, SO 
PLEASE TAKE 
HER THERE. 


I UNDER- 
‘STAND. 


50 THERE'S 
A PLACE LIKE 
THIS BEHIND 
THE LAUNDRY 
FACILITIES. 


I WAS 
SULKING 
BACK THEN 
AND ENDED 

UP NOT 
PAYING ANY 
ATTENTION... 


IT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
EXPLAINED TO 
YOU WHEN YOU 
FIRST ARRIVED 
HERE. DID 
YOU FORGET 
ABOUT IT? 


A SLIGHT 
FEVER, I 
SEE. STICK 
OUT YOUR 
TONGUE. 


А MIDDLE- 
AGED PALACE 
LADY 15 
QUITE RARE. 


SHE LOOKS 
USED TO IT, 
UNLIKE THAT 
QUACK 
DOCTOR. 
HER 
DIAGNOSIS 
WAS ON 
POINT AS 


WELL. 


SHOULD BE МОТ THAT 

OKAY AFTER BAD. 
RESTING 
FOR TWO 
OR THREE 


LOOKS 
you LIKE IT'S 


DAYS. 


JUST IN 
CASE? 


IT'D BE BAD 
IF MY CONSORT 
WERE TO CATCH 
IT, 50 COULD I 

STAY HERE? 


DESPITE IT 


ONLY HAVING THE INNER 
THAT QUACK 


LOOKS LIKE 
THIS PLACE 15 
THE REASON 
THERE'S NO 


DISEASES 
SPREADING IN 


PALACE 


OKAY, LET 
EVERYONE 
KNOW Г. 


BE BACK 
TOMORROW. 


THERE'S NO 
NEEDLESS: 
LUXURY. 
ALL IN ALL, 
ITS A SIMPLE 

BUILDING. 


EVERYTHING 
IN THIS PLACE 
MAKES SENSE. 


THE PLACE 16 
ALSO PROPERLY 
CLEANED, MAYBE 

BECAUSE IT'S 
EASIER TO DO SO 
WITHOUT ALL THE 

UNNECESSARY 
ORNAMENTS HERE 

AND THERE. 


SINCE THE 
LAUNDRY 
FACILITY 
15 NEAR, 
THEY CAN 

EASILY WASH 

CLOTHES AND 

MATTRESSES. 


THE 
VENTILATION 
HERE IS 
>= GREAT, 50 
HOWEVER, > THE SMELL 
I'M MORE > OF ALCOHOL 
CONCERNED | 16 PROOF 


THAT THIS 
PLACE IS 

DISINFECTED 

REGULARLY... 


I REALLY 


CAN'T WIN 


AGAINST 
OLDER 


THIS PLACE 
IS FILLED 
WITH SENIOR 
PEOPLE. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, THE 
ONLY REASON 
THE PEOPLE IN 
THE CLINIC ARE Aa 1 
ALLOWED ТО os | 
REMAIN HERE 5 vio stay 
15 BECAUSE 5 5 | BEHIND ARE 
THEY'VE BEEN a USUALLY 
DEEMED THE HEAD 
NECESSARY. MAIDS, OR 


THOSE IN 
HIGH 
POSITIONS, 


CONSORT'S 
PERSONAL 
ATTENDANT. 


ARE USUALLY 
SEMIFORCED 
TO BE REPLACED 
BEFORE THEY 


REACH THE 
AGE OF 30. 


BUT THE 
STRANGE 
THING 16 


THERE'S lo 
NO SMELL 
OF MEDICINE 
IN THAT 
CLINIC. 


MASKED BY 
THE SMELL OF 
ALCOHOL? 


DON'T WALK И И 
AROUND WHILE 
MUTTERING 


TO YOURSELF 
LIKE THAT, 


YOu'LL 
END UP 
FALLING. 


DID You 
SAY SOME- 
THING? 


| CAN I 

| HELP YOU 

| WITH ANY- 
THING? 


х = 
7 AS NO, 
IS IT BAD 
TO GREET 
YOU AFTER к Y THERE'S 
WE JUST 50 (7 и 4 NOTHING IN 
HAPPENED == 4! PARTICULAR. 
TO MEET? 
\ | 
\ ЊЕ 
|| 
me 
(/ ІІУ 
| | | 
I MR УАУ 
SORRY, I А yu I KNOW 
| 4 у у 2 GAO SHUN 
|| оше д5 IS TRYING 
TO WHAT TO TELL ME 
YOU'RE = N SOMETHING, 
TRYING BUT 
TO SAY. 2 er 
у 
о 


< Pra. 


IT WAS MY 
FIRST TIME 
THERE. 


Ва 


HE 
USUALLY 
SEEMS SO 
50 WHY в SURE OF 
IT THAT HE HIMSELF, 
SOMETIMES 
LOSES CON- 
FIDENCE IN 
HIS OWN 
WORK? 


THAT'S 
STRANGE. 
I TOLD 
THE PALACE 
LADIES TO 
SHOW IT 
то you 
COULD IT ONCE YOU 
BE THEY ARRIVED. 


WOULDN'T IT 


BE BETTER TO 
USE IT AS THE 
MEDICAL OFFICE 
IF ANYTHING? 


‘SURPRISED 
SINCE THAT 
PLACE IS FARING 
MUCH BETTER 
THAN HOW Т 
IMAGINED IT 
WOULD. 
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WHAT SZ 


ALL OTHER 
HEAVIER 
INJURIES 

REQUIRING 
MEDICINE 
CAN ONLY 
BE TREATED 
BY DOCTORS, 
AS THEY'RE 

THE ONLY ONES 
ALLOWED TO 

CONCOCT 

THEM. 


THAT WOULD 
EXPLAIN WHY 
THERE WAS 
NO SMELL OF 
MEDICINE IN 
THE CLINIC. 


FROM LIGHT 


TUN 


ys IF ONLY 
ЈА ANT? I COULD 
S DO THAT. 


SCRAPES, 


ONLY 
MEN ARE 
ALLOWED 
TO BE 
DOCTORS. 


JUST LETTING 
THE PATIENT 
REST IN A DIS- 
INFECTED AREA 
IS ALREADY A 
BIG HELP IN 
FIGHTING 
DISEASES. 


AS MEANS 
FOR DIS- 
INFECTING. 


JUST HAVE 
THE PATIENT 
DISCHARGED 

FROM SERVICE. 


ТУЕ 
BEEN USING 
‘MEDICINAL 
PLANTS THAT 
WERE GROWN 
HERE OR ARE 
AVAILABLE IN 
THE MEDICAL 

OFFICE. 


FREELY 
CONCOCT 
MEDICINE. 


THE SITUATION 
SEEMS TO HAVE 
BECOME A BIT 
COMPLICATED. 


Y WOULD BE 
A BIT TOO 
oBvious. 


BECOME 
HARD TO 
CHANGE. 


THOUGH, 
LEAVING 
MEDICINE 
IN A PLACE 
LIKE THAT 


SENSELESS 
SYSTEMS 

AND LAWS 
THAT ARE 

ALREADY 

IN PLACE 


EVEN SOME 
CONSORTS 
HAVE 
PERSONAL 
MAIDS WITH 
KNOWLEDGE 
ABOUT 
MEDICINE. 


THERE ARE 
ALOT OF 
PEOPLE IN 
THE WORLD 
WHO PREFER 
NOT TO 
ROCK THE 
BOAT. 


IT'D BE 
BENEFICIAL 
FOR OUR 
FUTURE 


Wf) 


a 4 
? Y, 
IF WE HAD 
OTHER WAYS 
OF FILLING UP | 
OUR MEDICAL 
STAFF. - | 


WE'LL NEED 
TO FIGURE 
SOMETHING. 
OUT FOR WHEN 
THERE ARE 
NO MORE 
EUNUCHS. 


THE 
PRACTICE OF THRONI 


EUNUCH WAS 
BANNED. 


ж 
; 
% №» | 
27 | 
His. 
OPERATION 
MUST HAVE 
BEEN PER- 
Just FORMED 
ABIT 
BEFORE 
IT WAS 


BANNED. 


CHANGING AA FEW 
MAN INTO A YEARS AGO, 


JUDGING 
BY JINSHI'S 
AGE, 


N 
2 
IT'S CLEAR 


AS DAY THAT 
THIS PLACE 
WILL SOON 
BE OUT OF 
MANPOWER. 


EUNUCHS 
MAKE UP 
ALMOST A 
THIRD OF 
THE POPU- 
Е LATION 
wa ки 
REPLACE THAN INNER 
PALACE LADIES, PALACE. 
50 THEY'RE 
RELATIVELY OLD 
ON AVERAGE. 


AS A RESULT, 
THERE'S ALMOST 
NO YOUNG 
EUNUCHS AND 
THEIR NUMBERS 
WILL KEEP ON 
DWINDLING. 


IF IT WAS 
BANNED 
JUST ABIT 


I 
| 4 | 


Юю. 
: И 


UE | 


TELL THE 
ALRIGHT: == ~ | ЈАРЕ PALACE 
2 \ THAT ТШ. 
Те Ñ ; BE VISITING 
\ SOON. 


THEIR 
weLOOKING AT ye 


(рға 125 К>-< 


N || 
UES Y а 

ING - = 

| 2 IN THE ЈАРЕ PALACE: 


| I SHOULD 
|| НАМЕ TAKEN 
/ | THE MEDICINE 


<= 


HOWEVER, 
DURING HER 
CATS) STAY THERE, 
THE OLD 
PALACE LADY 
WW HER 
ser MER DRINKING THE 
MEDICINE 
AND ASKED 
ABOUT ITS 
ORIGINS. 


| MT 

ТТТ ||| 

BRINGING | | || | 
SOMETHING | | 0 


LIKE THAT | 
WHEN YOU 


INSIDE 
CONSIDER 


CERTAINLY Щи 
THE РАСТ THAT 


SEEMS | 
LIKE A BAD THE CLINIC IS 
5 WITHOUT A 
DOCTOR, WHILE 
ALSO NOT BEING 
ALLOWED TO 
сомсост 
MEDICINE... 


ASKED FOR 

PERMISSION 

TO BORROW 
MAO MAO 


50... I 
ENDED UP 
BEING SUM- 


SUMMARY AFTER MAO MAO RAN INTO JINSHI AS SHE WAS RETURNING FROM THE CLINIC, SHE HAP A FLASH OF INSPIRATION 
FOR A NEW MEDICINE... dE i Е. Е 


CHAPTER 50 


THIRD 
MIT 


TIME’S THE CHARM (PART 1) 
ГТ ТЕН 
| 


| Жеэ22-Ж ve : 
00 EL UII = 


SEARCHING 
FOR INGRE- 
DIENTS TO 
MAKE 
MEDICINE 
WITH. 


WHAT WERE 
YOU DOING 
NEXT TO 
THE GARDEN 
LANTERN 


а) 
SUDDEN IDEA 


У МАУ. 
BACK FROM | 


OF THINGS 
IN YOUR 
ROOM HAS 
INCREASED 
AS OF 


THAT'S 
WHAT 
HONNYAN 
RECENTLY 
SAID WITH 


SMELL OF 
MEDICINE 
IS OVER- 
WHELMING, 


THAT'S 
PRETTY 
SCARY. 


THAT 
HEAD MAID 


IN ORDER 

TO SURVIVE с 

IN THE INNER > 
PALACE. 


ELSE YOU 
MIGHT END 
UP BEING 
FORCED TO 
STAY IN THE 


SOMETHING. 
2 и 


FORGIVE 
ME FOR MY 


YESTERDAY. 


CLINIC PALACE 
LADY - SHENRYU 


ГГ. 


Ц 


HER NAME? 
ЖӨНЕнЕуи 


E GREEN EYES 1 
(MUST'VE BEEN 
‘INSPIRED BY 


MAYBE SHE/ 
_—— HAS Some? 

— WESTERN, BLOOD 
== MIXEDAINIHER. || 


«ё 


Т HAD 
NO IDEA 
YOU WERE A 
SERVANT OF 
THE NOBLE 
CONSORT. 


ABLE 
со! 


PALACE LADIES 
WHO DON'T WORK 
DIRECTLY UNDER 
А CONSORT 
REFER TO THEM 
BY THEIR TITLE. 


VIRTUOUS 
CONSORT 


NOBLE 
CONSORT 


WHILE 
THIS MIGHT 
BE RUDE 


ОР ME, ТО 
LIKE TO ASK 


UKE THIS. 


THIS MUST 
BE AWKWARD 
FOR HER AS 


MOST PEOPLE 


AND YET 
SHE STILL 


ул 
) ЈА 


% \ 
7 SÁ COULD 


А 
DA YOU MAKE 


SOME | 
MEDICINE N 


TO MAKE 
MEDICINE 


BUT LET'S 

AT LEAST 

HEAR HER 
OUT. 


FOR HER 
TO ASK ME, 
A MAID OF 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYOU, 


YOU BE 
50 KIND AS 
TO FILL US 
IN ON THE 
SITUATION. 


I 
TOLD HER 
TO COME 
GET SOME 
PROPER 
REST FOR 

ONCE HERE 
AT THE 

CLINIC. 


тор 
TELL HER 
THAT SHE 
‘SHOULD AT 
LEAST COME 
GET HER 
STRANGE 
COUGH 
CHECKED 
our. 


AFTER SHE 
DEVELOPED 
A STRANGE 
COUGH, 


A RESULT, 

I COULD 
TELL THAT 

SHE HAD BEEN 

EXPERIENCING 
FATIGUE AND 
FEVER FOR 
SOME TIME. 


BUT I 
HAVEN'T 
SEEN HER 
COME TO THE 
LAUNDRY AREA 
EVER SINCE 


I DIDN'T 
RECEIVE 
PERMISSION 
FROM MY 
HIGHER 
UP, 


THAT'S 
THE DIS- 
GUSTING 

PART. 


о ВИА 


БОКЈА ОМЕР: 
‘MAID, WHO/WORKS, 
ТНЕ | TAUNDRY! THE, 

ONE SHE[NEEDS\TO 

АЗК FOR! PERMISSION 
2 19 МОТ: ТНЕ ‘CONSORT; 
ЗА BUT. RATHERJONE! 
> бог THEICONSORT,S 

и PERSONAL МАРО 


THEMJTONIGNORE 
[ГОНЕ сра 


COULD HAVE 
JUST BEEN 
RELOCATED 
TO ANOTHER 
LAUNDRY 
AREA. 


I THINK 
IT SHOULD 
BE INVES- 
TIGATED. 


BASED 


ON HER 
SYMPTOMS, 
IT'S NOT 
SOMETHING 
THAT CAN 
BE LEFT 
ALONE. 


THAT MAID 

NEEDS TO 

BE FOUND 
IMMEDI- 
ATELY. 


I KNOW You 
TEND TO DO 
YOUR OWN 
THING, BUT 


PLEASE 
MIND THE 
PLACE. 


YOU NEED 
TO SEND A 


REQUEST 
BEFORE IEJLIDON!TZ 
VISITING. HANDLEITHIS) 


ще 
BARON: PROPERLY. 


IM YEAH, 
PROBABLY у BARGING 
GOING TO IN THERE 
1 SHOULD HAVE TO BRING WOULDN'T 
FOCUS ON JINSHI ALONG у IT REALLY ВЕ A GOOD 
SOMETHING IN ORDER TO “ $ WANT TO IDEA. 
ELSE TO DO THIS. 3 GO THERE 
CALM DOWN 3 AS SOON 
FOR NOW... 4 Y AS POSSI- 
Е 3 BLE, BUT 


N 
N га 
You WERE 
А ) о нед 
6. = ЕЯ 
Just в 6 
STOP. 


А BUG? 
~ ff 
Желе 


=X ки 
Br 
й ІТ ВАМ т | 
AWAY, BUT В 
I, I MANAGED 
/ TO GET ITS А 
TAIL. BESIDES, 
IT'S NOT ITs 
| Ж 


MAIN BODY 
ANYWAY. 


A LIZARD 
N SO NO THAT HAS 


matter LOST ITS 
\ WHAT 


1 sus- 
PECTED THAT 
THEY мент 
TAIL WILL meee er 
HAPPENS, le mars aso THE GARDEN 
DON'T сме, ЛО GROW || | Maine, 
THEM THERE 
А па 
ONCE SAID, о 
IT’S ONLY 
OVER ONCE — 


YOU GIVE UP. 


IF I WANT 
TO MAKE A 
MEDICINE 


SOMETHING 


ти. 
HAVE TO 
RESEARCH 
SOMETHING 
THAT HAS 
A SIMILAR 
EFFECT. 


THE APOTHECARY DIARIES 
(KUSURIYA NO HITORIGOTO) 


THE MANGA IS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
ON SQUARE-ENIX (PAPERBACK INCLUDED) 


THE LIGHT NOVEL IS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 
ON J-NOVEL CLUB (DIGITAL ONLY) 


AND WHENEVER 
THAT HAPPENED, 


THERE 

\ WOULD, 
‘ALWAYS BE 
А СИ 


STANDING 
BESIDE ME. 


ЈЕ 


THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
THING FOR 


OUR HOUSE- 


OBTAIN THE HOLD IS TO 
EMPEROR'S 
FAVOR. 


THIS IS WHAT 
ТУЕ BEEN TOLD 
FOR AS,LONGIASI А 

т CAN REMEMBERS 


ү 
с 


WHO 
LOOKED 
EXACTLY 
LIKE ME, 


(| 
| 


| ; 1 
ЕТТІ ИТЕК MAO Mac RAN INTO uns AS SHE Was RETURNING FROM THE CLINIC, SHE HAP a FLASH OF INSPIRATION 
(ШАЙ FOR A NEW MEDICINE... BR 


WITH THE 
соммо- |. 


He ВАВЕУ МИ 


SHOWED HIS 
FACE IN THE 
ЈАРЕ PALACE 
FOR THE 
eb wi PAST YEAR, 
DID HE 
DECIDE 
TO SHOW 
UP NOW 
OF ALL 
TIMES? 


HE SHOULD 
NORMALLY BE 
ACCOMPANIED 
BY A EUNLICH, 

BUT... 


WHAT'S MS 


TION? Т 


Why 15 
НЕ ЕУЕМ 
HERE? 


3000005050000 ска 


SOMEHOW 
STILL ABLE 
TO LIVE 


CAREFREE 
EVEN AFTER 


HAVING LET 


THE CROWN 


PRINCE DIE? 


THE ONE 
BEHIND 
HIM 15... 

A PALACE 

LADY? 


THE CRYSTAL PALACE'S HEAD MAID 


SHIN 


I WOULD 
LIKE TO MEET 
THE ABLE 
CONSORT... 


I THINK 2 
LADY РА Е 
WOULDN'T [= 4 

WANT TO У Mr 
MEET You. БК 


~ whisper 22 


N 
5 


SUN 


IT'S JUST 
AN ORDINARY 
WAREHOUSE... 


WE LEAVE 


IT To THE 
GARDENER WHO 
PERIODICALLY 
COMES BY. 


COMMON 
SENSE TO 
ISOLATE THE 
SICK SO THAT 
THE DISEASE 
DOESN'T 
SPREAD. 


CONTINUING 
THIS KIND OF 
TREATMENT 
WILL CAUSE 


WHAT'S 
WITH THIS 
TREAT- 


WHILE IT'S 
TRUE THAT 
THIS IS AN 


THE DEATH 
OF A SINGLE 
LOWER MAID 

ONLY AMOUNTS 

TO A SMALL 

ISSUE, BUT... 


WHEN I 
ENTERED THIS 
ROOM, І RE- 
MEMBERED... | 


ШІ2 | ы N 


m 


BACK 
WHEN 
CONSORT 
RIFA WAS 
BEDRIDDEN 
BECAUSE 
OF HER 
DISEASE, 


INCENSE 
WAS 


SOMEONE BURNED, 
WAS TRYING У 
TO MASK AS IF 
THE SMELL. 


EVEN 
= IF EACH 


INDIVIDUAL 
PERFUME 
AND SPICE 
DON'T CATCH IT 
ANYONE'S WOULD 
ATTENTION, APPEAR 


THAT THIS 
MIXING A TIME 
FEW TYPES 
OF THEM 
WILL CAUSE А | 
тъ PARTICULAR 
) SMELL ТО 
SPREAD. 


TRYING TO HIDE 
THE SMELL OF 
PERFUME WITH 
THE SMELL OF A 
SICK PERSON. 


IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT 
ANOTHER 
POOR EUNUCH 
15 GOING TO 
END UP BEING 
WHIPPED. 


IT TURNS OUT 
THERE'S A LOT 
OF THINGS 
HIDDEN BY THE 
MAIDS OF THE 
CRYSTAL PALACE, 
WOULDN'T 
YOU SAY? 


TO THINK 

THERE WOULD 
BE SO MANY 

GOODS FROM 
THE CARAVAN 

THAT WERE 
BANNED A FEW 

DAYS AGO... 


BY MAKING 


Я Uf ABORTION 
J MEDICINE? 
he 
NEXTLISSUE WHR 
O ТО яко) 


YOU WERE 
PLANNING 
ON DOING 


» 
0 ) Y ) = o 1900000000 
е KOST) 
је о да “- с RECO ASOLO An 


н иго 
22 


CRYSTA 
PALACE. 


THINK Гр 
GET EXPOSED 
ON MY VERY I WOULD 
ПАВЕ МУ FIRST VISIT, rs ДЕ 
WASN'T EVEN 22-2 Hans A 
NECESSARY 
IN THE FIRST 
PLACE. > 
мета, № ти 
ACCOMPANYING A |- GLAD THEY 
AT LEAST 
А РОСТОВ. 85 an ЕШ 
АМАР ME WITH А 
CHANGE OF 
CLOTHES. 
SEEMS TO 
HAVE ONLY | 
ee rears ТА 71] 
OPPOSITE y) | 
erect or | ити Bones И, 
GATHERING THAT HAVE COME 
MORE Be 
ATTENTION THE DISEASE. 
INSTEAD. 


SUMMARY MAO MAO, WHO ACCOMPANIED THE QUACK РОСТОК TO THE CRYSTAL PALACE, FOUND A SMALL SHEP WITH A 
SICK MAIP INSIDE... 


THE RECEPTION 
ROOM OF THE 
CRYSTAL PALACE 


2 EN TA IS FILLED WITH 
ЕН N a 
| | | < REQUIRED 

| \ { PERSONNEL. 
| | У | с кін 
ТНЕ | 
KUN USUAL 
! | | ~ | Two, 
| | ЦИ 
| : : ( Svs rT 
= (6% 
im 22% 
1 E 
N ЖАН 
N | 
=~ ) | | 
CONSORT | 2 | 
RIFA, AND // [ LI, | Қ т 
W 
WHAT 
IS THE 
MEANING 


OF THIS? 


WELL AS 
CONSORT 
RIFA'S 
COUSIN, 


HEAD MAID 
OF THE 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE, 


TO BE ABLE 7 = 
TO MAINTAIN ў 
THIS ATTITUDE к 
WHILE BEING AS 
INTERROGATED || / 84) 2 
BY JINSHI... NL 
А 
SO SHE'S 
CHOOSING 
TO STAY рү, 


SILENT. 


TO WHERE 

SHE'S ABLE 

TO OBJECT PERHAPS 

TO JINSHI'S HER 

INVESTIGA- POSITION 
TION. IS HIGH 

ENOUGH 


GIVEN 
THAT SHE'S 
A BLOOD 
RELATIVE OF 
CONSORT 
RIFA, 


IT WOULDN'T 
BE STRANGE 


IF SHE WERE 
TO BECOME A 
MIDDLE-CLASS 
A PRIDEFUL SOMEWHAT CONSORT. 
WOMAN SIMILAR TO 
WITH BEAUTY CONSORT 
CAPABLE OF RIFA'S, 


CAPTIVATING 


THE MORE’ 

/ PRETTY / 
FLOWERS | 
THAT GATHER A 
IN ONE PLACE, — x 


SUCH THINGS, YımmEDiATELy WATHELEMPEROR! 
HAVE HAPPENED. BETGIVENITHEIANDISHEISTOFN® 

IN THEJPAST, POSITION/OFNAN APRROPRI- | 
Seas С ЧАСА (1321Ж)! 


UNHEARD{OF, BACKGROUND,” 
| S FOR"ATLOWE LOWER \ 


MAID To BECOME 
THE "MOTHER! ОР 
У (А COUNTRY. 
ar 


22 А 


пр 
ВЕ FOR THE | ТІР |; 
BEST IF THE THE THATS 
TWO SHARED — _ oy, FEELINGS THE 
A BOND OF је BETWEEN 
TRUST THAT mesetwo CASE, | 
TRANSCENDS ЩЕ COUSINS 
SUCH =, 2 MUST BE 
CONFLICT. а = = COMPLI- | 
ЕЕ рез CATED. | 
= Sy A | 


ALL THE 
MAIDS OF 
THE JADE 

PALACE ARE 
ATTRACTIVE, 


THOUGH, 
І DO HOPE | 
GYOKUYOU THEY ARE 


WILL BE 


MERELY 
ABLE TO и 
ТНЕВЕ ТО 
Our ON THe 2000 MAR- SUPPORT GYOKUYOU 
USUAL AGE ТО RIAGE FOR GyoKUYOU IS REALLY 
GET МАВИЕО HONNYAN, AS BLESSED 
HER Service - IN THAT 
| CATCHTHE BITIONS | (С ~ | REGARD. 
EMPEROR'S 
INTEREST. 


MOVING 
THE SICK OUT 
OF THE MAIN 
BUILDING TO 
PREVENT THE 

SPREAD OF 
DISEASE 15 
THE CORRECT 
RESPONSE 
IN SUCH A 
SITUATION. 


IT DOESN'T 
CHANGE THE 
FACT THAT THE 
QUACK DOCTOR 
15 STILL THE 
SOLE DOCTOR 


IT'S NOT 
A PLACE 
WHERE A 
LOWER MAID 
CAN GO GET 
TREATED. 


OF THE INNER 


HER 150- 
LATING THE 
LOWER MAID 
MOST LIKELY 

WON'T BE 
CONSIDERED 
AN OFFENCE. 


EVEN THOUGH 
THE MEDICAL 
OFFICE 15 SO 
FREE IT HAS 
PRACTICALLY 
BECOME A 
PLACE WHERE 
EUNUCHS 
GATHER TO 
DRINK TEA, 


AND 
WHILE IT 
WOULD BE A 
PROBLEM IF 
SOMEBODY 
DIED BECAUSE 
OF THAT 
ATTITUDE... 


HOWEVER, 
NOT EVERY- 
ONE WILL 
WANT TO GET 
TREATMENT 
THERE SINCE 
THE PLACE 
IS RUN BY 
WOMEN, 


THIS IS 
IN SHARP 
CONTRAST 

WITH 
THIS HEAD 
MAID, 


WHO HAD 
HIDDEN CON- 
AND WAS TRABAND 
TRYING 
TO MAKE 
SOMETHING 


WITH IT. 


WHILE THERE 
IS A CLINIC 
WHERE THEY 
CAN GO, IT 
HAS TO BE 
DONE WITH 
PERMISSION 
AND IN 
ESCORT OF 
ANOTHER. 


JINSHI WILL 


ea 55 = im Be 
IS INTO | 
AND USE ACCOUNT 4 aa 
THE EVIDENCE 
IN FRONT OF > 
HIM INSTEAD 
TO PROVE WHAT 
WRONGDOINGS > 
HE CAN. — “a 
| 
an THAT'S 
| JUST HOW 
| , CHEAP THE 
) || ‘TOWER 
WHY DO | MAID 15. 
YOU HAVE E 
THESE ITEMS _ | А 
DESPITE THEM \ 
HAVING BEEN \ 
PROHIBITED? А / 1 
З 
WHAT 
WERE YOU 
TRYING TO 
DO WITH 
THEM? 
=) 
I | 
HAVEN'T 
я Г. THE | 
= —— FAINTEST 
IDEA OF ( = 
2 WHAT you 
MEAN. = 


IS SHE — 
TRYING TO я 
CHANGE — 
THE SUB- 
JECT? 
е 
N 


THIS 15 
PROBABLY 
DIDN'T WHY HER 
GET CON-  CONTRA- 
FISCATED BAND 
ONCE THE 
SEIZURES 
BEGAN. 


54 - = 
1 | | Er 
| 2 
мно 
ENDED UP 
BARGING 
IN THERE 
INSTEAD OF 
га MEETING 
sue was WITH LADY 
TASKED ша 
TO DO? 


I SMELLED 
NO SUCH 
WHEN THING ON 

ІМТЕр HER A FEW 

THIS PLACE DAYS AGO, 

TO CONFIRM 
THE PRES- 

h ENCE OF 

ба PERFUMES, 


ACTUALLY 
BELONG 
TO SHIN. 


y IM 

CERTAINLY 

THE ONE WHO 

ORDERED THAT 
THE MAID BE 

MOVED TO THE 
WAREHOUSE, 

BUT 


ISN'T 
THE BIGGER 
ISSUE HERE 
THE LOWER 
MAID FROM 

ANOTHER 

PALACE, 


IT'S 
TRUE THAT 
WE DON'T 
HAVE PROOF 
THAT ALL THE 
PERFUMES 
AND SPICES 
THAT WERE 
FOUND IN THE 
WAREHOUSE 


WHILE I 
DID SMELL 
A SIMILAR 
PERFUME 
FROM HER 

TODAY, 


WE WILL 
KNOW THE 
TRUTH ONCE 
WE ASK THE 
SICK MAID. 


YOU'RE 
AWARE OF 
THE FACT 
THAT SHE 


HAS A 


YOU WENT 
OUT OF YOUR 
WAY TO CHECK 
ON THE CON- 

DITION OF YOUR 

SERVANT. 


WHAT- 
EVER, 


YOU'RE 
REALLY 


REALLY SO 
STRONG 
THAT, 


APOLO- 


IT was 
ungerittins GIES. 
FOR SOMEONE 
OF MY LOWLY 
FOOTING TO 
| TOUCH ONE 
SHOULD = 
5, STANDING. 
SOMEONE 
ELSE 
INVES- 
TIGATE. 


> Sy 
SE OS 

М5 

NS 


WOULD 
YOU MIND 
LEAVING IT 


HER 


OUTFIT 
TODAY 
‚LADY 
=> RIFA? 
yo 
М6 SIMILAR > wes т 
TO THE ONE “А 


pa ‘CONSORT 

1 бускиуоџ 
<_ÄWORE\, 
RECENTLY: 


WHAT 
CRIME 
WOULD 
SHE BE 

CHARGED 


SUPPOSE 
THAT SHE 
ATTEMPTED 
TO MAKE A 
DRUG TO 
INDUCE A 
MISCAR- 

RIAGE, 


ATTEMPT 
ON THE 
CROWN 

PRINCE. 


== 
EVEN SN = 
ІР І WAS аа ша подр ве 
HER ONLY ; = GARDLESS 
INTENDED хе) OF WHICH 
=>] мстмг TS Was HER 
7 y / TARGET? 
S А Y 
\ 
S| or 
> COURSE. 
5 CON- 
SORT! 
so 
м = THAT'S 
© 7 HOW IT = 9 
IS 40) | А 
N ~. 
INA = 
У ў 0069 | 
SN Y THAT | 
а у pe MEAN: 


246 


An, TO BE 


IN 4 
THAT CAS STRANGE 
HERE WERE АЛ ~ ho 
а ре NO. COMPETENT: a 
CHOSEN WITH, MAIDS AROUND 
THAT VERY, CONSORT RIFA! 


_ INTENTIONS DESPITE HER _ 
Г (ae 


THE 
MASTERMIND 
BEHIND IT 
BEING SHIN. 


ASIDE FROM THAT, 
HER: HIGHER-UP, ONE МАР WHO WAS 
ТНЕ HEAD/MAID, « FIRED, BECAUSE ОЕ. 
WASN'T, CHARGED. ТНЕ POISONOUS: FACE” 
WITH: TEN POWDER INCIDENT, 
IS’STILLS IN THE ? 
ROOM WITH’ usb 
RIGHT: NOW = 


DAUGHTER 


OF MY 

AS FATHER'S 
MY OWN ELDER 
SISTER. SISTER, 


YOU'VE 
NEVER 
ONCE 
TREATED 
МЕ AS А 
CONSORT. 


YOU'VE 
NEVER 
ONCE 
THOUGHT 

т I DESERVE 
HAVEN'T то BE THE 
you? MOTHER 
OF THE 
NATION, 


you 
AND I 
DIDN'T KNOW BOTH 
WHICH ONE 
OF US WOULD 
END UP BE- 
COMING THE 
CONSORT 


UNTIL THE 
VERY LAST 


MOMENT, 
ISN'T THAT 
RIGHT? 


BUT EVEN 
THOUGH 
ГМ BETTER 
THAN YOU 
IN EVERY- 
THING! 


SURFACE! 


I 
DOES | $ 
ТНАТ BECAUSE А 5 
MAKE FATHER 15 Ж реа. 
YOu THE HEAD N = ONE... 
cu FAMILY? | А Гг“ N 


MAYBE SAYING 
THE SIZE OF 
THE CONTAINER 
WOULD BE MORE 
APPROPRIATE? 


9 


5622 
Ч 
A 4 
| 
= Ki 
THE CON- ча 
ашон | Ў = 
ОЕ ТНІЅ ~ 


ШИ ДАЧИЋ 


18.2 | 
LW 


MAY I TAKE 

THAT AS AN 
ADMISSION = 
OF GUILT? = 


CHAPTER 52 


THIRD TIME’ 5 THE CHARM Salis = 


Й | Г ЕА SHIN HAS 
== | | CONFESSED 
<< ME E ES оси PL) | ЗЕ TO HER SIN, 

N Е | uy | = AND AS А 

= | GA 1 | | | ; RESULT...? 


FROM TIME 
TO TIME. 


SUMMARY ЕЕ 


SHIN 
ISYONE. | 
ОБ Such 
PEOPLE: 


EN HAVE RECEIVED 


RIFA AND SHIN, 
BOTH THEIR NAMES 
RESPECTIVELY MEANING 


PEARBLOSSOM 
AND APRICOT. 


THEY'RE BOTH 
FROM WELL-OFF 
FAMILIES AND 


APPROPRIATE 
EDUCATION. 


ASA ка 
y RESULT OF THEIR 
CLOSE LINEAGE, || 
ТНЕУ МЕКЕ ЕМЕМ | 
GIVEN NAMES AS AB 
IF THEY WERE ( 
BEING PAIRED. 


N 
N 
a 


ЕМЕМ 50, 


отоке СЕТ 


Sue BESTIOFSTHEM: 
CAUSING (THEMITO 
COMMIT(ATMISTAKE! 


THIS[WORLD 


ЈАШЕ: 
WITHISTUPID 
PEOPLE 


LOOKS 
LIKE MADAM 
SHIN TRULY 
REVERES HIS 

MAJESTY. 


NATION THAT 
you TRULY 


UNLIKE 
CONSORT 
RIFA. 


4 ID 


= Jy ЕМЕМЕ ~ 
- SHIN BECAME 22; 


THE MOTHER 


нат N 
SHE Loves 2. AO 
WOULD NOT У 


(250201422) 
IFORYAYQUEEN 
WHOJONLY, 
WISHESYFOR 


WITHOUT, 
RYING 


IS THAT 
HOW YOU'VE 
FELT ALL 
THIS TIME? 


GROUNDS 
OF HAVING 


TO PERSON- 
ALLY RAISE 


PUNISHMENT, А 
RIGHT? 2! SIR 
JINSHI, 


MISSING 
THIS HEAD 

LADY-IN- 

WAITING 


PLEASE 
CALM 
YOURSELF. 


RIFA IS NO 
LONGER THE 
CONSORT SHE 
USED TO BE. 


FOR HER 


LIFE TO BE WHO WAITED 
CUT, IS NO VACANTLY 


MORE. 


THE 
CONSORT 
SHOWED 
HER 
KINDNESS 


WITH A 
LENIENT 
PUNISH- I FORMALLY 
1 Bee MENT, REQUEST THAT 
ием тв ВТ SHE NEVER 
ENOL 
сай an 
5 ie REGARDLESS. 
OF CIRCUM- 


WOMAN: STANCE. 


AS A PERSON WHO ~ 


WAS CHASED OUT OF 7 ~ 
THE INNER PALACE ВЕ- | ЕМЕМ МОНЕ 
CAUSE OF А SCANDAL, МАМТФАТОЕМАСТ) 


< _A \REVENGE]NOW! 


THERE WILL NEVER 
AGAIN COME A DAY, 
WHEN THESE TWO 
CAN LOOK EACH 
OTHER IN THE EYES. 


MAY І 
ASK YOU A 
QUESTION? 


EVEN 
IT STILL IF YOU'RE 
ISN'T SOME- FAMILIAR 


THING YOU 
CAN REALIZE ley ar 


ALSO WHY 
YOU DECIDED 
so AS 10 ON GOING 
NOT ATTRACT THROUGH THE 
ATTENTION IF TROUBLE OF 
YOU WERE TO ИЕ 
VISIT MULTI- 
PLE TIMES 


HOW DID 
YOU KNOW 
THE SICK 

PERSON 
WAS INSIDE 
THE WARE- 

HOUSE? 


THEY 
WOULD MOST 
LIKELY BE IN AN 
INCONSPICLIOUS 
PLACE, SEPERATE 
FROM THE REST 
OF THE MAIDS' 
SLEEPING 
QUARTERS. 


WELL, 


WHEN Т 
CAME HERE 
TO HELP 
LAST TIME, 


I HAP- 
PENED TO 
CATCH SIGHT 


THERE WAS OF THEM 


ЧЕ MOVING A 
A SICK 
PERSON, у MAID'S 


уч 
I DIDN'T 
IT WAS 
ТЕ ЕХРЕСТ 
ТО THAT. ІТ ТОВЕА 


WAREHOUSE 
THOUGH. 


501 
ASSUME 
SOMEONE IN- 
TENTIONALLY 
MOVED IT 
THERE. 


AND YET, 
THE ONES 
BLOOMING 


THERE ONLY 


CONSIST 
OF WHITE 
FLOWERS. 


ACCORDING 
ТО FENG SHUI, 
WHITE AND 
GREEN COMBINED 
REPRESENT 
GOOD HEALTH. 


25 


IT WASN'T 
THERE THE 
LAST TIME І 
VISITED THE 
CRYSTAL 


PALACE, GARDEN 


PLANT? 


AT THE BASE, 
IT APPEARS 
TO HAVE BEEN 
PLANTED 
SHODDILY. 


IT'S A FLOWER 
CALLED WHITE 
BLOSSOM, OR, AS 
IT'S SOMETIMES 
REFERRED TO, 
THE FOUR O'CLOCK 
FLOWER. YOU CAN 
EXTRACT WHITE 
POWDER FROM 
ITS SEEDS. 


DESPITE 
ITS NAME, 
IT'S USUAL- 


> 
Feng shui: Ancient Chinese practice of divination by interpreting patterns in landscape/buildings. _ 


SOMEONE 
WENT TO GREAT 
LENGTHS TO 
CHOOSE STEMS 
THAT PRODUCE 
WHITE FLOWERS 
AND PLANT 
THEM THERE. 


MY BEST 
GUESS WOULD 
BE SOMEONE 

WHO CARES 
ABOUT THE 
SICK PERSON. 


Git 


тер THINKING 
ABOUT THE 
WHOLE CHAIN = 
OF EVENTS 
“Al OF FINDING A 
“| SICK PERSON WHITE 
ALONGSIDE A BLOSSOM 
MISCARRIAGE ~ THOUGH... 
| INDLICING 
| DRUG, 


Ne 


“IN 


AD 


(3 | 
WHAT'S \ > ES | 
THE MATTER 5224 
WITH HER? / > 


SIR JINSHI, 
PLEASE GO 
ON AHEAD. 


BECAUSE 
YOU'RE IN 
THE WAY. 


SHE'S NO 
LONGER 
IT WAS THERE. 
DECIDED THAT 
SHE'LL LEAVE 
THE INNER 
PALACE. 


CONSORT 
RIFA FELT 
AND VOLUN- RESPONSIBLE 25 
TEERED TO PAY FOR WHAT — 


THE WOMAN’S HAPPENED 
MEDICAL COSTS TO HER, N \ 

AND GAVE HER 

A STIPEND TO / 

LIVE OFF OF. \. 


SHE'S 
NOW ABLE 
TO RECEIVE 
TREATMENT 
IN A BETTER 

ENVIRONMENT 
COMPARED TO 
WHEN SHE 
WAS HERE. 


- 


seg THERE ARE? CHAPTERS << 
THIS MONTH! 


A BIT ABOUT THE FOUR O'CLOCK FLOWER 


WHILE USUALLY OF THE COLOR р sr 
SEEN ON THE RIGHT, IT CAN ALSO 
TAKE ON A WHITE COLOR. 


"AND, YET, / 
THE¡ONES/ 
ел = 
> KK” "THERE ONLY |7 
Ю UN соме 2. 

СОЕМИНЕ 77 
YELOWERS. | 


в: 
Le 
>: 


27 SICK; PERSON 
25 Загомезов а 
ZMISCARRIAGE 


THE FOUR O'CLOCK FLOWER, MORE SPECIFICALLY THE 
WHITE VARIANT, WAS USED TO MAKE THE FACE POWDER 
FROM EARLIER IN THE SERIES (RECALL THE FACE POWDER 
INCIDENT, WHERE RIFA'S CHILD DIED, AND SHE HERSELF 

BARELY ESCAPED DEATH). 

THE IRONY WHICH MAO MAO IS REFERRING TO HERE, 
IS THE FACT THAT THE FLOWER THAT WAS THE CAUSE 
OF DEATH FOR RIFA'S CHILD, IS ALSO THE FLOWER THAT 
SAVED THE LIFE OF HER (NOW PREGNANT WITH) CHILD. 


THESE 
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AGO. 
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SINCE I'M 
BUT, AS ACQUAINTED 
A RESULT, WITH SOME OF 
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AND COULDN'T 
COME UP WITH 
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ABOUT 20 
STUDENTS. 


THERE 
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AROUND 
10 AT THE 
START, SO 
THINGS HAVE 
IMPROVED. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
THEY'LL 
BE ABLE 
TO DO THAT 
WITH THIS 
BEAUTIFUL 
CREATURE 
SNOOPING 
AROUND. 


THE INNER 
PALACE'S 
INSTITUTE 
OF PRACTICAL 
STUDIES WAS 
CHOSEN TO 
TAKE PLACE 
IN A MORE 
WELL MAIN- 
BUILDING IN TAINED 
THE NORTH, 
AFTER IT WAS 
REMODELED 
FOR STUDIES. 


SIR JINSHI, 
THEY'LL BE 
ABLE TO 
SEE You. 


STUDENTS 
ARE TRYING 
THEIR BEST 
TO CONCEN- 

TRATE ON 
THE CLASS, 


AND IS NOW 
STARTING TO 
BE ABLE TO 
READ SIMPLE 
STORIES. 


ALRIGHT 
FOR ME 
TO KEEP 
WATCHING A 
LITTLE BIT 
LONGER? 


SHAO RAN 
IS ALREADY 
ABLE TO 
REMEMBER 
WORDS USED 
IN DAILY CON- 
VERSATIONS 
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PLAN IS 
SUCCESS- 

FUL, 


AND 
THE LITERACY 


RATE OF MAIDS 
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PALACE WILL 
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І CAN'T 
HELP BUT 
FIND THE 
ARCHITEC- 

TURE 
SOMEWHAT 
Орр. 


EMPRESS 
А FIGURE THAT DOWAGER 
APPEARS INTHE ' 
FOUNDING MYTH 
AS THE MOTHER 
OF THE FIRST 
EMPEROR. 


ARE 
INTER! 


you 
ESTED 


IN THAT 
BUILDING? 


IT'S A SHRINE 


THAT WAS BUILT 
BY THE ORIGINAL 


AND INSTEAD 

USED IT TO 

GOVERN THE 
PEOPLE. 


INHABITANTS OF 
THESE LANDS. 


YET 
DIDN'T 
REJECT 
THE LOCAL 
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|. 
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QUIRED TO 


FROM 
THERE ON, 
WHOEVER 
WANTED 
TO RULE 
THIS LAND 


THE FIRST | 
EMPRESS | 


THAT WHO- 
EVER IS ABLE 
TO CHOOSE 
THE CORRECT 
PATH INSIDE THE 
SHRINE IS TO 
BE APPOINTED 
AS THE NEXT 
LEADER. 


PASS THE 


DOWAGER 
ORDERED 


ALSO THE 

REASON WHY 
THE CAPITAL 
WAS MOVED 
RIGHT HERE. 


HER CHILD WAS 
ABLE TO PASS THE 
TEST FLAWLESSLY, 
AND WAS APPOINTED 
AS THE FIRST 
EMPEROR TO RULE 
OVER THIS LAND. 
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WILL NEVER 
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AGAIN. 
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USED IN 
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THERE was ÉS THE PREVIOUS 

5 EMPEROR WERE 

TAKEN BY THE 
EPIDEMIC. 


ONLY ONE 
THERE SUCCESSOR 
WAS NO TO THE 
NEED TO THRONE 
USE THE LEFT, 
SHRINE. 


THERE'S - 
AN UGLY · 


CER- 
TAINLY, 


THAT'S THE 
REASON WHY 
THE PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR, WHO 

WAS THE 
YOUNGEST CHILD, 
WAS ABLE TO 
OBTAIN HIS 
| POSITION. 


Empress Regent: Temporary ruler, until the lawful Heir comes of age. 
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MUST SAY, m THOUGH... 
7 , 
IT'S BEEN THE WAY HE 
A RATHER TALKS ABOUT 
SINCE LONG TIME THE ROYAL 
TVE LAST FAMILY FEELS 
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ANOTHER IMPOLITE. 
PERSON 
INTERESTED 
IN THAT 


STORY. 


A DISPASSION- 
ATE SCHOLAR 
LAYING OUT 
THE FACTS. 


IN 
FACT, ONE 
OF THOSE 

PEOPLE WAS 
A STRANGE 
DOCTOR WHO 
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RESULT WILL 
NOT CHANGE, 

NO MATTER 
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THE WAY 
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TO DO CLOSED AWAY 
WITH IT. IN THE INNER 
PALACE. 
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THREE MATTER HOW MAN, 
COLORS, STARE AT ME, 


I WON'T BE 
ABLE TO COME 
UP WITH THE 
ANSWER SO 
EASILY. 
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KNOW THE 
MEANING 
BEHIND IT 
SAYING ГМ 
NOT A CHILD 
OF THE FIRST 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER? 


COUNTRY 
FOLLOWS A 
WHICH PATRILINEAL 
MEANS THE SYSTEM, 
TITLE OF 
EMPEROR 
IS PASSED 
THROUGH 
THE SON. 


THE FOUNDING 
MYTH OF THIS 
COUNTRY, THERE 
IS NO MENTION OF 
THE EMPEROR'S 
FATHER AT ALL. 


THE FIRST 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER? 


IT IS 


mis THE SAID THAT, 


son THAT IN MOST 


INHERITS THE 


CASES, 


MALE TRAIT 
FROM THEIR 


FROM 
THEIR 
MOTHER. 


FATHER, 


WHILE THE 
DAUGHTER 
INHERITS 
THE FEMALE 
TRAIT 


YOU ARE 
A CHILD OF 
THE ROYAL 


BUT YOU BLOODLINE, 
ARE NOT 
A CHILD OF 
THE FIRST 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER. 
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BUT THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR 
HAD GOOD 
EYES. 


MANY OF 
THOSE WHO'VE 
OCCUPIED THE 

THRONE 
THROUGHOUT 

THE GENERA- 
TIONS, HAVE 
HAD POOR 
EYESIGHT? 
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THAT 
MANY OF 
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A BIT ABOUT THE FIRST EMPRESS DOWAGER 


THE ORIGINAL WORD FOR THE FIRST EMPRESS DOWAGER 
TRANSLATION 1$ (=E Е), AND SIMPLY REFERS TO THE 
FIRST EMPRESS OF THE NATION. 


THE MYTH OF THE COUNTRY, IN WHICH THIS SERIES 
TAKES PLACE, DRAWS PARALLELS WHEN DESCRIBING THE FIRST 
EMPRESS DOWAGER, AS THEY'RE BOTH DESCRIBED AS BEING 
ASSOCIATED WITH (COMING FROM) THE WEST (A FARAWAY LAND), 
AND BEING A ROYAL FEMALE. ANOTHER DESCRIPTION OF HER 
IS THAT OF A DISPENSER OF PROSPERITY AND LONGEVITY 
(GIVING BIRTH TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNTRY, WHO WOULD 
THEN LEAD THEM TO PROSPERITY) 


WITH EYES 
THAT COULD 
SEE EVEN IN 
THE DARK OF 
A MOONLESS 

NIGHT, 


ONE DAY, 
А WOMAN 
FROM A 
AND САМЕ 
LAND 
АБ. ТО TAKE UP 
CONCEIVED RESIDENCE 
IN HER BELLY 
THE SON OF 


HER CHILD HEAVEN. 
LED THE 
PEOPLE AND 
BECAME THIS 
COUNTRY’S 
FIRST 
EMPEROR. 


